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THOMAS FLETCHER, Esg. 


S I R, 


T HE Meeting-houſe lately 

erected at Walthamſtow 
owes its exiſtence, and the proſ- 
pect of its future ſupport, in a 
great meaſure, to your munih- 
cence: and the following Sermon, | 
- preached on occaſion of its being 
opened for the. worſhip of God, 
owes its publication chiefly to 
your approbation of it, and to 
your deſire of ſeeing it in print. 
Whoever takes the trouble to 


' Peruſe the Sermon, will eafily 
| diſco- 


325 


CL 


_ diſcover that it never could be 
intended for the public eye, but 
for a particular occaſion, and the 


ear of private friendſhip. That 
friendſhip has greatly over: rated 
it's merit, and drawn it into 
light. Rather than appear un- 


grateful or affected, I have ven- 


tured to preſent from the preſs 
a haſty and very imperfe& per- 
formance, of which it is impoſ- 
fible for any one to think more 
humbly than it's author. 


Vou would, I am well aſſured, 
Sir, reckon yourſelf little indebted 
to me, for a compliment to your 
liberality, at the expence of your 
good neighbours and friends who 
have ſo generouſly co-operated 
with you in rearing this Edifice; 

and, 


6 
and, I am equally confident no 
one of them will conſider it as a 
mark of diſreſpect, that your name 
and bounty alone, are diſtin- - 
guiſhed in this addreſs. They 
will rather approve, and rejoice - 
in, the merited tribute which I 


feel myſelf bound to preſent, un- 
ſolicited, to age and virtue. 


1 am, Sir, 
with the higheſt reſpe& 
- and eſteem, 
Your obedient 


humble ſervant, - 


HENRY HUNTER. 
Charles - Square, 
June 8, 1787. 7 
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REV. xxl. 3, 4. 


AND I HEARD A GREAT VOICE OUT OF HEAVEN, 
SAYING, BEHOLD THE TABERNACLE OF GOD 
IS WITH MEN, AND HE WILL DWELL WITH 
THEM, AND THEY SHALL BE HIS PEOPLE, 
AND GOD HIMSELF SHALL BE- WIrH THEM, 
AND BE THEIR GOD. AND ep SHALL WIPE 
AWAY ALL TEARS FROM THEIR EYES; AND 
THERE SHALL BE NO MORE DEATH, NEITHER 
SORROW, NOR CRYING, NEITHER SHALL THERE 


BE ANY MORE PAIN: FOR THE FORMER THINGS 
ARE PASSED AWAY, 


W HEN the haughty king of Ba- 
bylon had completed the fortifi- 
cation and embelliſhments of that great 
City, his heart was lifted up with pride; 
and pride is nigh unto deſtruction. Sur- 

| B veying 


* 


1 
veying with ſelf-complacency the mag- 
nificence which he had reared, as he 
« walked in the palace of the kingdom 
% Babylon,” he exultingly exclaims, 
« Is not this great Babylon that I have 
„ built for the houſe of the kingdom, 
by the might of my power, and for 
* the honour of my majeſty ?*” What 
e high ſwelling words of vanity !'' When 
lo, exalting himſelf into a god, he in a 
moment becomes leſs than a man. While 
* the word was yet in his mouth,” the 
kingdom departs from him, he. is de- 
prived of that reaſon which he had em- 
ployed to ſo little purpoſe, is driven, a 
ſpectacle of horrour, from human ſociety, 
ranks with and feeds like the beaſts of 
the field; and, with the firſt glimmering 
of reſtored underſtanding, is made to diſ- 
cern and to acknowledge, that the 
* Moſt High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomſoever 


« he will.” 


* Dan. iv. 30—35. 


What 


1 

What a different object is preſented to 
us, in the perſon, ſpirit and behaviour of 
the wiſeſt, greateſt, and moſt ſplendid of 
princes, when he had finiſhed, and when 
he dedicated the nobleſt ſtructure that 
ever the ſun beheld, on Mount Zion, the _ 
glory of the whole earth? Filled with 
an awful, overwhelming, humiliating 
ſenſe of divine glory and majeſty, he feels 
himſelf, and the temple which he had 
built, and all created glory, ſhrink into 
nothing; and thus he breathes the 
wonder, joy, and gratitude of his ſoul : 
But will God indeed dwell on the 
c earth? - Behold, the heaven and 
* the heaven of heavens cannot con- 
* tain thee, how much leſs this houſe 
« that I have builded ?*” — But, the 
luſtre of a Solomon too was deſtined to 
paſs away ; the vaſt temple is doomed to 
deſtruction ; the ſceptre muſt depart from 
Judah and the glory from Iſrael. Even 
that ſolemn fabrick, conſtructed ** ac- 


* cording to the pattern which God him- 


* 1 Kings viii. 27. 


« ſelf 


Na 


e felf ſhewed unto Moſes in the mount,” 
has periſhed in the wreck of empire; all, 
all is loſt and ſwallowed np in a kingdom 
which cannot be ſhaken, in majeſty which 
cannot fade, in glory that ſhall never 
expire. Now, © if the miniſtration of 
« death, written and engraven in ſtones, 
% was glorious, ſo that the children of 
& Iſrael could not ſtedfaſtly behold the 
« face of Moſes, for the glory of his 
* countenance, which glory was to be 
4 done away; how ſhall not the miniſ- 
tration of the ſpirit, be rather glorious? 
« For, if the miniſtration of condemna- 
« tion be glory, much more deth the 

“ miniſtration of righteouſneſs exceed in 
glory. For even that which was made 
“ glorious, had no glory in this reſpect, 
* by reaſon of the glory that excelleth. 
For if that which is done away was 
“ glorious, much more that which re- 
© 'maineth is glorious.*” 


The ſplendour of our temples; Chriſ- 


tians, is not columns of marble, nor 


2 Cor. ili. 71. 


beams 


(9) 

beams of cedar overlaid with gold; veſt- 
ments adorned with all manner of precious 
ſtones, nor the perfumes of Arabia aſ- 
cending in clouds to heaven. Such things 
as theſe pleaſe but the ſenſes, and periſh 
with the uſing. The glory in which we 
_ exult, is God with us” in his word 
and ordinances. The ſupport of humble 
roofs, ſuch as this, is, living pillars 
eſtabliſhed on the rock Chriſt; © epiſtles; 
„written not with ink, but with the 
Spirit of the living God, not in tables 
* of ſtone, but in fleſhly tables of the 
heart; offerings not conſiſting ** of 
«© thouſands of rams and ten thouſands 
« of rivers of oil,” but the ſacrifice of 
* praiſe and of a broken and contrite 

« ſpirit.” Our wealth is the precious 
' treaſure of © the goſpel, though laid up 
* in earthen veſſels; and our infallible 
inſtructor and guide, the great God, de- 
claring his will, not by the myſtery of 
Urim and Thummim; not by viſions and 
voices; not by prophets from among our- 
ſelves, nor by angels from heaven; but 
by the Son of his love, the brightneſs 


60 of 


cc 


66 

«of his glory, and the expreſs image of 
* his perſon,” who is come to fave 
c that which was loſt,” and who hath 
ſaid, Lo, I am with you always, even 
% -unto the end of the world.” — And 
what is the muſick of a thouſand inſtru- 
ments, and of ten thouſand voices in 

accord, compared to this one 
ſingle , melodious note out of heaven, 
« Behold the tabernacle of God is with 
„% men?“ © Thus faith the high and lofty 
t one, that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe 
* name is holy: I dwell in the high and 
te holy place; with him alſo, that is of 
* a contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive 
e the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive 
« the heart of the contrite ones.“ 


The things chiefly diſcourſed of in this 
book, my friends, are the things which 
ſhall be revealed hereafter : the wonders 
of redeeming grace matured into glory; 
the objects of faith realized; thoſe of 
hope attained and enjoyed. May it not, 

by the bleſſing of God, tend to aſſiſt that 


* If, Ivii, 15. 


faith, 


6. 

faith, and to ſupport that hope, to take 
an anticipated view of future bliſs, under 
the ſeveral ſtriking, eloquent and ex- 
preſſive images employed in the text, to 
unfold its nature, excellency and perfec- 
tion ?—And may that gracious Spirit who 
diſcloſed to the beloved diſciple, in pro- 
phetick viſion, theſe glories of Emmanuel's 
land, impreſs them deeply on our hearts, 
and make them daily to produce much 
good fruit in our lives ; and cauſe them to 
prove a perpetual ſource of divine peace 
and holy joy. Amen. 


And, firſt, The glad tidings of great 
joy are declared by a voice,” a great 
% voice, za great voice out of heaven; 
in accents clear, diſtinct and intelligible, 
in words that are tried, faithful and true. 
hey are uſhered in by a ſolemn note of 
attention, of wonder, of congratulation 
and joy, Behold.” We announce a 
myſtery which angels defire to look into. 
We unfold a purpoſe of grace and con- 
deſcenſion which paſſeth all underſtand- 
ing. We diſplay a proſpect of felicity to 

| which 


7. 
which hope durſt not have aſpired, nor 
fancy have portrayed.. * Behold what 
* manner of love the Father hath be- 

« ſtowed upon you! — Behold ” the 
fair inheritance which Chriſt has pur- 
chaſed for you! *© Behold ” the high 
dignity, the glorious privileges, the tran- 
ſcendent bleſſedneſs to which you are 
| begotten, by the reſurrection of Chriſt 
from the dead, and his exaltation to the 
Father's right hand! * Behold ” and 
wonder, and adore, and rejoice with 
* joy unſpeakable and full of glory! 


The important intelligence communi- 
cated to us, O children of men, is not 
the dictate of fond, flattering expecta- 
tion, haſtily cleaving to what it wiſhes 
may be true ; nor the creature of a bold 
"imagination, forming for itſelf an ideal 
world, a paradiſe of fools and ſenſualiſts. 
It is not the vague and uncertain rumour, 
which ſometimes amuſes, ſometimes tor- 

ments wretched- mortals ; deviſed by ma- 
| lice, propagated by folly, and believed 
by ſimplicity and credulity, It is not 

ak the 


A : 

the falſe and deceptive repreſentation 
of glorious kingdoms which the fa- 
ther of lies ſometimes expands, to miſ- 
lead, delude, and then deſtroy his wretch- 
ed votaries. It is not a voice from the 
grave, ſaying, O man, ** duſt thou art, 
*.and to duſt ſhalt thou return; the 


„ clods of the valley ſhall be ſweet unto - 


„ thee, and the worm ſhall feed upon 
e thee;” © all fleſh is as graſs, and all 


ce the goodlineſs of man as the flower 
of the field.” No, it is the trumpet 
which awakens the dead, the herald of 


immortality, the deſtroyer of him who 
hath the power of death ; it is the decree 


of © Him who cannot lie, who holds out 


no falſe hope, who cannot be deceived, 
and will not deceive; who promiſes in 
love, and accompliſhes in mercy and lov- 
ing kindneſs: it is the gracious admo- 
nition of a father, the intimation of events 


certainly to come, of intereſts all- import- 


ant, of privileges infallibly ſecured, of a 
felicity placed beyond the reach of ac- 
cident ;. of © a kingdom prepared before 
e the foundation of the world; it is the 
teſtimony of * the Amen, the faithful 

| C « and 
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« and true Witneſs,” correſponding to the 
concluſions of reaſon and reflection; 
correſponding to the natural wiſhes, de- 
fires and hopes of the human mind; it 
is the plaſtic, energetic, vivifying power 
of the Eternal Spirit, giving a reality, 
a ſubſtance, a permanency, to the daring 
flights of raptured imagination, and call- 
ing into exiſtence a fairer world than 
fancy itſelf can frame. | 


It is “a great voice out of heaven; 
hear it, ye ſons of light, and proſtrate 
yourſelves before the eternal throne; hear 
it, ye ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, for 
ye know, ye feel what it means ; hear it, 
ye trembling priſoners of hope, for © the 
* day of your redemption draweth nigh ;” 
—hear it, ye who account a day ſpent in 
God's houſe better than a thouſand, and 
break forth into ſinging, in the tranſ- 


| porting proſpect of being ever with the 


Lord.“ It is a voice, not from Sinai, 
faying © ſtand afar off, come not nigh, 
« break not through to gaze, leſt thou 


* periſh ;” 
L 


(een; 
« periſh ;” but a voice from mount Zion, 
ſaying. Come up hither, and I will 


« thew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife; | 


J will lead thee by the pure river of 
* water of life, which flows from the 
« throne of God and the Lamb;” «I 
« will conduct thee through the trees of 
* life which grow in the midſt of the 
e paradiſe of God.” It is a voice which 
annihilates the diſtance between heaven 
and earth ; which exalts frail, fallen men 
to heavenly thrones, and brings down the 


placid Majeſty of Heaven to tabernacle 


with guilty creatures, reſtored, recon- 
ciled, brought nigh by the blood of Chriſt. 


The voice crieth from heaven; and 
what doth it cry? “ Behold the taber- 
s nacle of God is with men.” This image 
has an obvious reference to the pureſt and 


happieſt periods of the Old Teſtament 


church, when Deity: vouchſafed to reſide 


among a choſen people, in ſenſible tokens 
of his preſence and favour ; in a pillar of 


cloud and fire ; a ſhelter from ſultry heat 


by day, a purifier of unwholeſome air, and 
G2: a pro- 


g - 
. — — 
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a protector from hoſtile attack, by night; 
the director of their motion and reſting ; 
a perpetual monitor, a perpetual fafe- 
guard. It may have a reference to 
the Schekinah, or viſible glory which 
- dwelt between the cherubim, and thence 
emitted the hallowed oracles of the di- 
vine will. It was thus God diſtinguiſhed 
the nation of his choice from every other 
people under heaven ; thus he pitched his 
tent amongſt them, and rejoiced over them 
to do them good ; and it is thus that the 
heavenly, viſion repreſents the great Je- 
hovah in a better world, in a more glori- 
ous church, reſiding in the midſt of 
his redeemed, in © a tabernacle that 
„ ſhall not be taken down; not one of 
« the ſtakes whereof ſhall ever be re- 
* moved, neither ſhall any of the cords 
«© thereof be broken *; in tokens of his 
preſence and affection ſtill more conſpi- 
cuous and more endearing. There, he 
was ſeen in a cloud darkly, in flaming fire 
that forbad an approach too near; here, 


* Iſ. xxxiii. 20. 


he 


E 
he is ſeen face to face, and the be- 
holder is transformed into the ſame 
« image from glory to glory; here, he 
pervades the immenſe whole, as a pure, 
purifying, inſpiring, unconſuming fire of 
love. There he made known his will to 
many through the intervention of one, 
and that one could not continue by 
© reaſon of death,” but was under the 
neceſſity of tranſmitting his power and 
privileges to another ; but, in this world 
of bliſs, all are © kings and prieſts unto 
« God,” all hear his voice, and ſee his 
face, and his name is in their fore- 
« heads; all have acceſs through one 
Spirit unto the Father; all know as 


* they are known; all are glorious, all 
immortal. 


The ſervices of an earthly tabernacle 
were of neceſſity interrupted. Some were 
ſtated, ſome occaſional ; at beſt they had 
only ©* the ſhadow of good things to 
come; but the worſhippers in the hea- 
venly tabernacle ** ceaſe not, day and night, 
« ſaying holy, holy, holy is the Lord ;” 


they 


( 14 ) 
they renew their labours without weari- 
neſs and without end; they gather ſtrength 
from exertion ; they perceive, they en- 
joy the ſubſtance, the reality of what they 
once faintly comprehended, and heſita- 
tingly believed ; they feel and delight in 
an omnipreſent God, making ſtill ſome 
new diſcovery of his love ; enlarging con- 
tinually the ſphere of knowledge, and 
therein the ſphere of happineſs. —** The 
t man whoſe eyes were opened to ſee 
e [{rae] abiding in his tents according 
to their tribes, took up his parable and in 
rapture exclaimed, © How goodly are thy 
*« tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, 
« O Ifrael! as the valleys are they ſpread 
« forth, as gardens by the river's fide, as 
e the trees of lign-aloes, which the 
Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees 
* beſide the waters *!” What will it be, 
from the ſummit of yonder eternal hills, 
to ſurvey the happy plains, where the 
tabernacle of God rears its head, amidſt 
the countleſs tents in which the myriads 


* Numb, xxiv. 5, 6. 


of 


8, - 

of the redeemed eternally repoſe Grant 
me to ſee it, good and gracious Spirit, 
not as Balaam did the plains of Moab 
where - Iſrael] encamped, with a malig- 

nant,” envious, deſpairing eye; not as 
Moſes did from Piſgah, the land flowing 
with milk and honey, into which the 
ſtern interdict forbade him ever to enter; 
but as Abraham, to whom God ſaid, 
« Ariſe, go through the. land in the 
length and the breadth of it, for I 
« will give it thee“.“ 


A new.and beautiful image ariſes upon 
us, in the expreſſion, ©* and he will wel 
« with them.” The word imports, © he 
* will ſpread a covering over them, he 
« will overſhadow them.” The ſweet 
idea of home is included in it; the idea of 
permanency, of ſociety, of mutual inte- 
reſt and affection. It repreſents a father 
reſiding in the midſt of his children, un- 
der the roof which his paternal hand has 
expanded, around the table which his 


Gen. xiii. 17. 
paternal 


16) 


paternal care and love have furniſhed. 
It repreſents brethren dwelling together 
in unity,” animated with one heart and 
one ſoul, employed in one ſervice, enjoying 
one common felicity, aiming at one end.— 
In the happieſt earthly families ſtrife will 
ariſe. Children, as they grow up, muſt 
ſcatter and be diſperſed. Anxiety, and 
fear, and ſorrow, muſt mingle with, and 
mar parental and' filial delights. Parents 
ſeldom know. when and how to diffolve the 
harſhneſs of authority, in the cordiality of 
friendſhip : children do not always under- 
- ſtand how to blend filial ſubmiſſion and 
reſpet, with manly independence.—It 
is reſerved for thoſe bleſſed manſions to 
exhibit union, not liable to ſeparation, 
* perfect love that caſteth out fear,” 
preſent enjoyment unclouded, unembitter- 
ed by the proſpect of evil to come; au- 
thority exerciſed in love, ſubmiſſion yield- 
ed with. cheerfulneſs ; friendſhip ſtill 
growing, faculties ſtill improving, proſpects 
fill brightening, bliſs already perfect yet 
ſuſceptible of, and ſtill receiving in- 
creaſe. | 

At 


| „ 

At every ſtage of our earthly courte, 
we feel the heart and the condition of a 
ſtranger ; the ſound is ever in our ears, 
« Ariſe ye and depart, for this is not your 
< reſt ;” here ye have no abiding city.” 
In this world we may be rather ſaid to 
lodge than to dwell, as way-faring men 


who tarry for a night, and in the morn- 


ing muſt ariſe and go on their way : but 
in our © Father's houſe above are many 
© manſions,” a place prepared for us, that 
where © he is, there we may be alſo.” 
They who have attained unto the re- 
« ſurreftion from the dead. who have 
* waſhed their robes and made them 
*« white in the blood of the Lamb,” are 
„ continually before the throne of God, 
and ſerve him day and night in his tem- 
ple; and he that ſitteth on the throne 
* ſhall dwell among them.” 

God ſhall dwell among them!” Re- 
flect for a moment on the pleaſure you may 
have taken, in. preparing for the reception 
of a friend; for the reception of a man 
of ſuperiour rank, of ſuperiour wiſdom, 
of diſtinguiſhed goodneſs, of illuſtrious 

D re- 
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reputation. Add to all thoſe ideas, that 
of perſonal obligation, of favour unme- 
rited, unexpected, ſeaſonably, generouſly, 
_ graciouſly conferred. Reflect for a mo- 
ment on the ſatisfaction you may have 
felt in ſeeing ſuch an one under your 
roof, at your table; or in being the gueſt 
of ſuch an one. Think on the heart- 
felt delight of living, of converſing, of 
acquiring wiſdom, of adding to virtue, 
of multiplying felicity, in ſociety ſo dear, 
ſo honourable, ſo improving; and when 
the whole ſoul is fired and filled with 
the thought of communications ſo pure, 
ſo ſweet, ſo exalted reflect on the bleſſed- 
neſs of eating bread in the kingdom of 
«© God,” of fitting down with Abra- 
* ham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of heaven, of mingling with 

the men whom the King delighteth to 
* honour,” of pouring out every grate- 
ful emotion, every holy defire into the 
boſom of a father, and of hearing from 


the mouth of God, the delightful accents 
of love. | 


When 


( 19 ) 

When friends meet after long ſepara- 
tion, how numerous, how intereſting, 
how grateful are the topics on which 
they have to converſe ! The hardſhips 
which they have endured, the dangers 
they have eſcaped, the ſucceſs wherewith 
they have been crowned, the wonders 
they have ſeen, the actions they have at- 
chieved, the plans which they have form- 
ed, the proſpects which lie before them. 
—-The converſation of that heavenly ha- 
bitation rolls on nobler, loftier themes 
than the meagre annals of a tranſient life 
can furniſh. All the glories of unbound- 
ed Nature, all the wonders of myſterious 
Providence, all the riches of e 
Grace, ſwell upon the raptured eye, kin- 
dle in the heart, flow from the lips; 
while the proſpect extends an immea- 
ſurable eternity, pregnant with ſtill greater 
miracles of wiſdom and love; gradually diſ- 
ce cloſing a far more exceeding, an everlaſt- 


« ing weight of glory, ſuch as eye hath 


© not ſeen, nor ear heard, and which it 


c hath not entered into the heart of man 
© to concelve. 
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But we deſiſt from debaſing the gran- 
deur of the ſubject, by the poverty of our 
conception and expreſſion; we deſiſt from 
*darkening counſel by words without know- 
* ledge.” O may it be given us at length to 
know by bleſſed experience what it is to dwell 
with God, and to have God dwelling in 
the midſt of us; not only. to hear of 
it with the hearing of the ear, but to 
behold it with the ſeeing of the eye, and 
to occupy our place in the kingdom 
<« prepared from the foundation of the 


cc world.” 


Again, the voice out of heaven pro- 
claims, and they ſhall be his people, 
and God himfelf ſhall be with them, 
e and be their God.” The royal ſtand- 
ard 1s: erected, not in the heart of a con- 
quered country, amidſt millions of proſ- 
trate, vanquiſhed fla ves, who muſt bend 
the neck, and ſubmit to the yoke which 
the ſtern victor may think fit to impoſe. 
This ( tabernacle of God is not reared 
in a field of blood, amidſt the te confuſ- 
cc ed noiſe of the warriour,” the ſhrieks 


of 


4 

of the wounded, and the groans of the 
dying. That celeſtial plain preſents the 
triumph of divine bemgnity, the un- 
ſtained laurels of all-ſabduing love. Tt 
preſents the royal pavilion expanded in 
the midſt of happy, favoured, flouriſhing, 
willing ſubjects; in each of whoſe wel- 
fare and honour the Sovereign condeſ- 
cends to take an intereſt, and to make it 
his own; and who all unite in every ſenti- 
ment of loyalty, affection, gratitude, and 
obedience. 


They fhall be ie people,” accord- 
ing as it is written concerning the nation 
whom he choſe, delivered out of Egypt 
and conducted into Canaan, © ye ſhall be 
« a peculiar treaſure unto me, a king- 
dom of prieſts, and an holy nation “.“ 
Theſe © ranſomed of the Lord” are Bir by 
yet tenderer, yet more powerful ties. Like 
every other creature, theyare hrs bythe right 
of creation and preſervation. Like Iſrael | 
of old, they are hit by choice, by covenant, 


© Ex. XiX.'$, 6. 


by 
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by promiſe ; but, under a nobler covenant, 
eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes,” and 
of infinitely longer duration. They are Bis 
by redemption, redemption through blood; 
his by cheerful, voluntary dedication and 
ſurrender ; bis by ſimilitude ; his by pro- 
tection afforded, and allegiance recipro- 
cally yielded; his in the day when he 
* maketh up his jewels.” The Lord 
their Redeemer is ſtrong, and he hath 
faid, I give unto them eternal life, and 
te they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
* pluck them out of my hand. My Fa- 
* ther which gave them me is greater 
* than all; and none is able to pluck 
them out of my Father's hand “.“ 
«© Thoſe that thou gaveſt me, I have kept, 
% and none of them is loſt.” —<< Father, 
« I will that they alſo whom thou haſt 
e given me, be with me where I am; 
that they may behold my glory which 
thou haſt given me T.“ 


John x. 28, 29, 
+ John xvii. - 
| « And 
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And God himſelf ſhall be with them, 
« and be their God.” How much is contained 
and conveyed in that emphatical . himſelf!” 
We. ſee, we feel him in the glory of the 
meridian ſun; we inhale him in the 
ſweets which are wafted on the wings of 
the vernal breeze; we hear him in the b 
roaring tempeſt, and the burſting thunder; 
we live upon him through all the vary- 
ing ſeaſons of the circling year. But the 
genial ſun and breathing ſpring; the win- 
tery ſtorm and thundery cloud; the fertile 
earth and ſwelling ſea, are not God 
« himſelf.” They are the veil which he 
ſpreadsover his inviſible Majeſty; the chan- 
nels in which his power and bounty flow; 
the vehicle in which he rides ſublime ; 
the external, ſenſible token of omnipre- 
ſent, incomprehenſible Divinity. But, 
O how many ways has God of communi- 
cating © himſelf to his intelligent crea- 
tures! That ſun ſhall ceaſe to ſhine, 
theſe glorious orbs to revolve; we ſhall 
ceaſe from converſing with him through 
the medium of ſenſe and matter, of rea- 


ſon and ſcripture ; . we ſhall be like him, 


«© for 
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« for, we ſhall ſee him as he is. Amaz- 
ing diſcoyery, all important change ! 
« He ſhall be their God.” An idea how 
vaſt, how comprehenſive! Let imagin- 
ation explore, accumulate, multiply the 
treaſures of the earth and of the ſea ; com- 
bine all the ſtores of wiſdom and know- 
ledge ; collect into one the various capa- 
cities, intelligences, attainments of men 
and angels, and ſay to any one, all this 
is thine, and infinitely leſs is ſaid, than 
this one, this little word expreſſes, 
« The Lord is your God.“ Power ir- 


reſiſtible, wiſdom all- comprehenſive, pu- 


rity immaculate, truth inviolate, good- 
neſs unconfined, duration that knows no 
period, perfection not liable to diminution 


or change. This God is our God 
for ever and ever, he will be our 


„ guide even unto death“. All theſe 
„ things ſhall be diſſolved; neverthe- 


leſs, according to his promiſe, we look for 
„ new heavens and a new earth wherein 
* dwelleth righteouſneſs +, and he ſhall 


*Pf. xlyili, 14. f 2Pet, iii. 13, 
© reign 
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<« reign for ever and ever; King of kings, 
and Lord of lords.” 


The heavenly voice ſwells the deſcrip- 
tion of future bliſs, by an animated and 


affecting enumeration of the various 
plagues to which this life is ſubject, but 
which ſhall in no ways enter in, to 
diſturb, diminiſh, or deſtroy the tranquil- 
lity and joy of thoſe regions of purity 
and peace, where © the wicked ceaſe 
% from troubling and the weary are at 
% reſt.” God ſhall wipe away all tears 
« from their eyes; and there ſhall be no 
% more death, neither ſorrow, nor cry- 
ing; neither ſhall there be any more 
* pain; for the former things are paſſed 
© away.” Our conceptions of happineſs 
in this world are languid and imperfect. 
Our livelieſt idea of good, is, the abſence 
of evil; of pleaſure, that it is exemp- 
tion from pain; of joy, that it is ſorrow 
removed ; of life, that it is the delay or 
ſuſpenfion of death. Theſe oppoſites are 


ſo united and blended in this world, that 


to think on the one, naturally ſuggeſts 
D the 
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the thought of the other. In conformity, 
therefore, to. an experience felt and un- 
derſtood by every deſcendent of him who 
taſted the forbidden tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil, the happineſs 
of heaven is held up to our hopes, as 
the poſſeſſion of all attainable good, 
and eternal deliverance from every kind 
and degree of evil. Reflect, O man, 
on all that is bitter in thy own lot, or 
grievous and diſcouraging in the world 
around thee ; and ſuppoſe it totally and 
for ever done away; no infirmity of body, 
no anxiety of mind; no loſs of friends, 
or loſs of health, or loſs of means; no 
deprivation or decay of faculties; no tor- 
menting apprehenſion, or upbraiding 
conſcience; no threatening diſeaſe, im- 
pending accident or yawning grave; no 
ſymptom of age; or warning of diſſo- 
lution. They are for ever gone. 


| Theſe are the former things which 
have paſſed away,” and if remembered 
at all, ſhall then be remembered only as a 
ground of triumph that they are no more; 


and 
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and as a ſource of thankfulneſs to that 
gracious hand which has eternally re- 


moved them. 


this valley of tears, and of his own path 
through it, from that bright eminence, 


the follower of the Lamb, ſhall rejoice 


and ſing, Vain, enſnaring world, I have 
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now eſcaped thee, eſcaped unhurt. Se- 


ducing, lying ſpirit, I am far beyond 
thy reach ; thy wiles can no longer 


deceive me, nor thy terrours make me 
afraid ; into this paradiſe of God, all 
acceſs is barred againſt thee, Frail, 


vile corruptible hody I left thee in 


the grave, and yet in my fleſh I 
ſee God. Holy Father, I bleſs thy 
name, who haſt carried me fafely 
through all this ſcene of danger and 
diſtreſs.” * Thou haſt delivered my 
ſoul from death, mine eyes from tears, 
my feet from falling. Father, I 
adore thy goodneſs in the trials which 


I endured, as in the bleffings which I 


enjoyed ; they proceeded equally from 
love. In mercy and in very faithful- 
neſs was I chaſtened: then, it was 
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« not joyous but grievous,” but now it 
« yields the peaceable fruits of righte- 
% ouſneſs.” * I now ſee what once I 
4 could not believe, that all was work- 
ing together for my good. It is good 
cc for me that I have been afflicted. Bleſ- 
“ fed loſs which diſcovered to me the 
e vanity of the creature; bleſſed calamity 
« which cured me of the deadly plague 
be of - fin; bleſſed tempeſt which drove 
** me to my God. I reckon that the 
« ſufferings of the time paſt are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory 
* now revealed. And all is of God, 
* who has brought good out of evil, 
« turned darkneſs into light, and the 
% ſhadow of death into the morning.” 


uch reflections as theſe, I flatter my- 
ſelf, will not be deemed altogether inap- 
plicable to the deſign of this day's meeting. 
Another little tabernacle is erected to the 
honour of God's name, and for the pur- 
poſe of carrying on his publick worfhip. 
May God himſelf delight to dwell in it, 
and make it a Bethel, a houſe of God, 

| e and 


69 
« and the gate of heaven” to its preſent 


inhabitants, and to many future genera- 
tions. 


The moment of a man's birth is the 
commencement of his progreſs towards 
death, and the perfecting of a ſtructure, 
is but a ſtep towards its decay. But, at 
the ſame time, the dark valley of the 
*« ſhadow of death is the dawning of 
immortality; and the tranſitory, inter- 
rupted employments of a clay-built tem- 
ple look directly forward to the worſhip 
of that temple whoſe © gates are not 
« ſhut at all by day,” and whoſe ſervices 
are never concluded by the approach of 
night; for there is no night there.” 
The occaſional viſits which the Moſt 
High vouchſafes to make to the taber- 
nacles of his grace, are intended for an 
admonition of his eternal reſidence among 
men, a preparation for that everlaſting 
« reſt which remaineth for the people of 
* God; a foretaſte of thoſe rivers of plea- 
« ſure wich flow at his "ge hand for 
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That which conſtituted the glory of 
the ſecond temple, which gave it an un- 
rivalled ſuperiority over the firſt, and 
eclipſed Solomon in all his glory, remains 
to be the ornament, the glory and ſtrength 
of that which ye have built the pre- 
ſence of God-Redeemer. *© Wherever 
e two or three are gathered together in 
my name, I am in the midſt of them.” 
Lo, I am with you always, even unto 
* the end of the world..“ Thus faith 
«© the Amen, the faithful and true Wit- 
«© neſs; Behold I ſtand at the door and 
« knock ; if any man hear my voice and 
* open the door, I will come in to him, 


“and ſup with him, and he with me.” 


Permit me, my friends, cordially to 
congratulate you on having brought this 
undertaking to ſo ſpeedy, and ſo happy a 
concluſion. You have throughout diſ- 
covered a ſpirit of moderation, of unity, 
of liberality, of candour, of perſeverance, 
of honeſt zeal in what you deemed a good 
.cauſe, that is highly to your credit. 
This houſe is not the child of contention 
Ter; and 


39 
and ſtrife; it aims at the ſubverſion of on in- 
ſtitution, no intereſt, but that of ſatan's 
kingdom; it wiſhes to ſtand in the way of no 
man's fame, uſefulneſs or emolument. 
The advancement of your own beſt in- 
tereſts ; the improvement of your riſing 
poſterity in wiſdom, in virtue, in piety 
the enlargement and ſtability of a Me- 
diator's kingdom are your great objects ; 
and they are objects which, if you 
continue uprightly, diligently, and 
ſteadily to purſue, you cannot fail to 
attain. Prizing your own Chriſtian li- 
berty, ſtanding faſt in, and exerciſing it, 
you will not, you cannot be ſo unjuſt as 
to think of incroaching upon that of 
others. Fully perſuaded in your own 
minds reſpecting the religious ſentiments 
which you conſider to be true and im- 
portant, you will treat thoſe who differ 


N ' * . t 
from you with candour, with tenderneſs, 


with reſpect. Happily united in your 
preſent views and purſuits, you will en- 
deavour to © preſerve the unity of the 
* Spirit in the bond of peace,” and, as 
far as in you lies, tranſmit it to thoſe 


who 


— — —„—-— — r 


5 


(32 ) 
who may come after you. In finiſhing 
this edifice you have but begun your de- 
fign; and in vain have you beſtowed 
your attention, devoted your time, and 
contributed of your ſubſtance, to provide a 
place wherein to worthip, unleſs you fol- 
low up the mighty purpoſe, by regular 
attendance, ferious devotion, and real im- 
provement. You will not content. your- 
ſelves with the forms of godlineſs with- 
out the power; as you have not, like 
the Athenians, ſet up and inſcribed an 
altar to the © Unknown God.” All that 
has hitherto been done, is to lay up the 
materials for the ſpiritual building ; it 
now remains that with one heart and one 
foul you apply them individually, and as 
a Chriſtian ſociety, to your perſonal and 
your mutual edification in the faith and 
hope, and love, and joy of the goſpel 
of Chriſt. Your harmony hitherto is a 
happy preſage of your future union in 
purſuing the great ends of your aſſocia- 
tion, in fixing your choice of one who 
may labour among you, and be over 
* you in the Lord, and admoniſh you.” 
b Your 
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Your wiſdom, and moderation, and up- 
rightneſs in this, as in every thing elſe, 
will I truſt be made known unto all men. 
May he whoſe name is Counſellor,” 


direct you, and give you — 
e in all things.” 


« I paint for eternity, ſaid the cele- 
brated artiſt of antiquity, in excuſe for the 
anxiety which he diſcovered, and the care 
he employed in finiſhing his works. Con- 
ſider yourſelves as having built, as living 
and acting, as aſſembling and worſhip- 
ping for eternity. As often as ye enter 
this ſolemn place, let the powers of the 
world that is to come; the great realities 
within the veil ; at a diſtance, yet hoped 
for ; believed in, though unſeen, be ever 
| poſent to your thoughts. You have been 
contemplatin g the glory of the Lord, as 
it is ſeen, and his preſence, as it is en- 
joyed, in the ſanctuary above; let not 
the impreſſion ever be effaced: let it dwell 
in your hearts; let it be tranſmitted thence, 
and become holineſs in all manner of 
converſation. 
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We have attempted, in much weak - 
neſs, to convey to you ſome idea of the 
bleſſedneſs of thoſe, among whom God 
has planted a tabernacle never to be taken 
down, who ſec his face, and beholding it, 


e rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full 


of glory: May the recollection of what 
you have ſeen and heard, and believed, 
accompany you through this ſcene of va- 
nity and vexation of ſpirit, through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, and after 
death is. ſwallowed up of victory. Think, 
Chriſtians, what it will be, after myriads 
of ages of bliſs have been enjoyed in the 
preſence of God and the Lamb, to call 
to remembrance the periods meaſured by 
time, and this year, and this day, and this 
cottage of clay, and this ſervice, and theſe 
your fellow worſhippers, united to you 
now and for ever in bonds, in labours 
of love, and to fay, adoring, Ever glo- 
rious and bleſſed Lord, Then and there 
“we fat under thy ſhadow with delight, 
and thy fruit was ſweet unto our taſte:” 


What we then truſted, we now behold ; 


what we then expected, is now come; 
what 


EN 

what we then loved unſeen, we much 
more love now that its hidden excellency 
is unfolded. What will it be, after in- 
numerable revolutions ſpent in the love, 
ſervice and fruition of God in yonder ra- 
diant temple !—long, long after a tranſi- 
tory world, and periſhing employments 
have paſſed away, to call to remembrance 
the exiſtence, the ſervices, the Chriſtian 
intercourſe, the heavenly communications 
of this little ſpot, and to date from what 
was ſeen, heard, handled -and taſted of 
the good word of life, within theſe walls, 
the commencement or the progreſs of the 
life of God-in the ſoul !—What will it 
be, my young friends, to recolle& after 
you are become men, nay, perfect men 
in Chriſt Jeſus,” that here you ſucked 
in „the ſincere milk of the word; that 
here you were firſt taught to know the 
e only true God and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
« he hath ſent ;” that here you learned to 
be wiſe and good, and uſeful in this world, 
and to prepare betimes for a better 
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What will it be, my beloved brethren, 
to call to mind, from yonder lofty height, 


when all imperfection is for ever done 
away, to call to mind the uſeful inſtruc- 


tions here delivered and underſtood; the 


neceſſary admonition and reproof faith- 
fully adminiſtered, thankfully and meekly 
received; the tender and ſeaſonable con- 
ſolations carefully provided, gently ap- 
plied, and cordially embraced ! What will 
it be to him whom God may ſend to mi- 
niſter among you, and to all who may 
follow, till of this houſe alſo “ not one 
f* ſtone be left above another; when, 


ſhining as the brightneſs of the firma- 


ment among thoſe who have turned many 
to righteouſneſs, to ſay, It was there 
te and then, that God made me a ſpiritual 
** father to this ſon, to that daughter. It 
eas there and then, that God crowned my 
« feeble labours with his bleſſing; alarmed 
te thatprofligate, reclaimed that backſlider, 
* recalled that wanderer, comforted that 


„ mourner, edified that faint in his holy 


e faith; and, Father! here I am, and 
* the children whom thou haſt given 


Fc me; 


CJ 
« me; but not unto me, Lord, not unto 


me, but to thy holy name be the 
* praiſe.” 


And, may it not perhaps be remem- 
bered, at ſome period in the immeaſura- 
ble day of eternity, that on ſuch a day 
and time, brethren and friends in the beſt 
bonds, were called in Providence to put 
their feeble, trembling hands to the com- 
mencement of this good work, and that, 
through the bleſſing of heaven, their kind 
wiſhes, their humble prayers, and well- 


meant advices, were not altogether in 
vain. 


_— 


Thus again to meet, to reflect, to re- 
Joice, to adore, is all I can wiſh and pray 
for, to you, men, brethren; and fathers, 
and to myſelf. —God, of his infinite 
mercy, grant it to every one of us, for 


the ſake of his dear Son, Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen, Amen. 
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ings, including Vignettes 
and Profiles, deſigned to 

illuſtrate the different 
Subjects. 

III. The Work will be com- 
prized, as nearly as can be 
computed, in 40 Numbers, 
which will make four mag- 
nificent volumes in quarto. 

IV. Subſcribers to pay One 
Guinea Depoſit, for which 
they are to have à Receipt 
from the Proprietors ; in 


order to be enſured Proof 
Impreſſions of thePlates, as 
a Security for completing 
their Purchaſe, and to 
enable the Proprietors to 
do Juſtice to the Under- 
taking. 

V. The Price to Subſcribers 
for firſt Impreſſions 128. 
each Number. 

VI. The Price to Non-ſub- 
ſcribers for ſecond Im- 
preſhons, 15s. a Number. 

VII. Subſcriberswill be faith- 
fully ſupplied with their 
Copies according to the 
Order of their ſubſcription. 

VIII. The Names of Sub- 
ſcribers to this Work will 
be printed. ' 

IX. No. I. on theſe Condi- 
tions will be publiſhed on 
Tueſday the 1 of Ja- 
nuary, 1788, 


To‚ Lb.. 


HE profeſſed Aim of this curious, entertaining, and inſtructive Work, 

is to promote the Knowledge and the Love of Mankind. The Plan 

of it is perfectly original, and the Subject univerſally intereſting and im- 
portant. In the Execution there are inceſſantly diſcovered Marks of an 
enlarged Mind, a penetrating Genius, an ardent and pious Spirit, a warm 
and benevolent Heart, The Style of the Author is elegant, correct, and 
rſpicuous ; his Figures, of which he makes abundant Uſe, are, in ge- 
"neral, juſt, bold, and ſtriking; his Sentiments frequently noble and ſublime, 

To various Deſcriptions of Readers, the Editor flatters himſelf, the 
Tranſlation and the Embelliſhments of theſe fingular Eſſays will be highly 
acceptable, Artiſts in all the Branches of Deſign will be furniſhed with 
innumerable Hints reſpecting the Principles and the Improvement of their 
Art. The Philoſopher will tiad himſelf conducted into a new, extenſive, 
and uſeful Field of Speculation, Mr. Lavater's FRACGCMEN TS, as he 
modeſtly terms them, afford a rich Repaſt to the Lovers of polite Learn- 
ing, who will be ſupplied with ample Matter to exerciſe, to gratify, per- 
haps to corre & their Taſte, To the Friend of Virtue it muſt yield heart- 
felt Satisfaction to meet with another generous, manly, ſpirited Attempt, 
to promote the Cauſe of Humanity, Goodneſs, and Truth : while the Man 
of Piety will rejoice in the animated and affecting Views which are conti- 
nually preſented of the great Cx: aTor's Power, Wiſdom, and Beneficence, 

The daring, fervid Spirit of Lavater, it is acknowledged, frequently 
hazards a Flight, which the Calm and Timid will be apt to tax with 
Raſhneſs and Extravagance. But the very Wildneſs and Eccentricity of 
Genius pleaſe infinitely more than all the frigid, laborious Correctneſs of 
Phlegm and Apathy. 

Neither the Author nor the Editor pretend to offer this to the Public 
as a perfect and finiſhed Work. They are abundantly ſenſible that the 
Science of Phyſiognomy is as yet in its Infancy ; but they are confident 
it is a Subject of ſucceſsful, though of difficult Inveſtigation. The learned, 
acute, and enterprizing Swifs has made a reſpeRtable Beginning, and a 
meritorious Progreſs. Why may it not be reſerved for Britiſh Ingenuity, 
Spirit, and Perſeverance to complete his Deſign ; to ſupply the Materials 
which are till wanting, to clear away what may be found ſuperfluous, 
and to rear the Fabrick to its higheſt poſſible Pitch of Beauty, Solidity, 
Grandeur, and Uſefulneſs ? 

The Work contains Portraits, with 2 Phyſiognomical Analyſis, of the 
moſt illuſtrious Characters in Europe of the laſt and preſent Century. 
Among theſe the Britiſh Characters make a diſtinguiſhed Figure; and will 
be given in their full Spirit in this Edition, Mr, Lavater has availed him- 
ſelf not only of the Works of the great Maſters of Modern Times, but has 
ſucceſsfully recurred to the moſt valuable Grecian and Roman Antiques; 
and reaſons on the Human Figure not only as it is preſented individually 
in Portraits, but as diſplayed in the intereſting and animated Groupes of 
Hiſtorical Painting. And his Plan comprehends not the Human Face only, 
nor even the Human Species; but takes in the whole Extent of animated 
Nature—Birds, Beaſts, Fiſhes, Infe&ts—and he applies general principles 
to all the external Appearances of Animal Life, in every partof the Animal 
Frame ; in order to prove that the Lord of Nature has eſtabliſhed an unva- 
rying Correſpondence between the outward Form and the Spirit whereby 
it is actuated. | a 

N. B. Propoſals on a large Scale, exhibiting a Specimen of the Work, 
may be had (Price Half a Crown to Non-ſubſcribers) of Joun Murray, 
Bookſeller, No. 32, Fleet-Street; of Henny HunTzs, D. D. the 
Tranſlator, Charles'-Square;z and of THOMAS Hol Lowa, the En- 
graver, No. 11, Bache's-Row, near Charles'-Square, Hoxton. 

Alſo of G. Nicor, Bookſeller to His Majeſty; Meſſrs. Boy DEL 1., 
Cheapſide; I. SE w ETL L, No. 32, Cornhill; J. WALTER, Corner of Spring- 
Gardens, Charing-Croſs; |. Srock DATE, Piccadilly; R. Faul DIR, 
Bond-Street; J. and J. FLITE, Oxford; J. and J. MZRARIII. 
Cambridge; and of W. Caren, at Edinburgh, 


